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Yasuko Hirano 
Born in 1985, Toyama Prefecture, Japan; lives and works in Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan.  

Yasuko Hirano’s work explores the relationship between perspective, memory, and landscape. Her inspiration is 

drawn from everyday sceneries like the sky, plants, trees, the still darkness of night, or the mountains of Toyama, 

where she spent her childhood. Her paintings are crafted by stretching canvas over wooden panels, which are 

then primed with animal glue and plaster. After carefully polishing the surface, she applies layers of oil paint 

exclusively in the three primary colors—yellow, red, and blue. By restricting her palette to these fundamental hues, 

she explores their infinite potential, creating delicate interactions that generate light, movement, and depth. 

While she refers to her paintings as “landscapes”, they transcend figurative representation to evoke elusive 

sensations and deeply buried memories. Over time, her practice has shifted away from recognizable shapes, 

evolving into compositions that, at first glance, appear monochromatic but gradually reveal intricate and poetic 

interplays of color and form. Through the meticulous and subtle layering of paint, these abstract landscapes 

indulge viewers to reflect on the fleeting nature of perception. 
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Yasuko Hirano
Parallelism, 2024
116.7 x 91 cm
Oil, plaster, glue on canvas and wooden panel



Exhibition view : Anthem, Yasuko Hirano Solo Exhibition, galerie frank elbaz, 2026. Photo : Claire Dorn
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Exhibition view : 同時に、どこでもpainting is a body., Tezukayama Gallery, 2026. Photo : Naohiro Seki



Exhibition view : After Light, Before Shadow, Yasuko Hirano Solo Exhibition, gallery stoop, 2025. Photo : Naohiro Seki
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Exhibition view : Not a Mountain, but a Flat Summit, TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY, 2023. Photo : Hyogo Mugyuda



Exhibition view : Directors’ Selection -FOCUS- , TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY, 2023. Photo : Hyogo Mugyuda
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Yasuko Hirano 

Born in 1985, Toyama Prefecture, Japan; lives and works in Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan.  

Education

2007 B.F.A.,Painting, Kyoto Seika University

Solo Exhibitions

2026  galerie frank elbaz (Paris) - upcoming

2025  «Sign» at Nihonbashi Mitsukoshi Contemporary Gallery (Tokyo) 

2024  «Gesture» at ARTDYNE (Tokyo)

2023  «Not a Mountain, but a Flat Summit» at TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY (Osaka) 

2023  «Two Eyes» at Ginza Tsutaya Bookstore ART WALL (Tokyo)

2020  «HIRANO YASUKO EXHIBITION - UNFOLD ROOM -» at stoop (Tokyo) 

2018   «Uncertain Map» at CALM&PUNK GALLERY (Tokyo)

2018  «To be Called» at Gallery PARC (Kyoto)

2013  «Hidden Form - Becoming Shadow» at a-room (Kyoto)

2013  «Twilight» at masayoshi suzuki gallery (Aichi)

2009  «Twilight» at masayoshi suzuki gallery (Aichi)

Selected Group Exhibitions
2024  «Shape of Prayer» (MARUEIDO JAPAN / Akasaka, Tokyo) - upcoming

2024  «Remaining Fragments: Yasutake Iwana, Yasuko Hirano, and Naoko Matsumoto»        

 (CADAN Yurakucho / Tokyo)

2024  «a hue and cry.» (Art ka Beefun ka Picyu / Tokyo)

2024  «La Promesse d’Avril» by galerie frank elbaz (MtK Contemporary Art / Kyoto)

2023  «WALL SELECTION vol.2» (WALL _alternative / Tokyo)

2023  «Monologues On-the-Go #4» (GASBON METABOLISM / Yamanashi)

2023  «Cama III: The Principle of Kiss» (Nihonbashi Mitsukoshi Main Building Contemporary      

 Gallery / Tokyo)

2023  «Dérive feast» (Yokohama Civic Art Gallery / Kanagawa)

2023  «Kyoto Prefectural New Generation Selection Exhibition» (Kyoto Prefectural Museum      

 of Culture / Kyoto)

2023  «Where the Window Comes From, Where the Space Goes» (ARTDYNE / Tokyo) 

2022  «UNLOGICAL 05» (MONO.LOGUES / Tokyo)

2022  «the case against perfection» (Awobasou / Tokyo)

2022  «Directors’ Selection - FOCUS» (TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY / Osaka)

2021  «[m@p] meet @ post» (Gallery PARC / Kyoto)

2021  «Pictorially Yours,» (Omotesando Gallery / Tokyo)

2021  «New Positions 2021» (Taguchi Fine Art / Tokyo)

2016  «Shitamachi Art Festival: With Painter» (Kobe Municipal Regional Human Resources      

 Support Center / Hyogo)

2015  «VOCA Exhibition 2015 - New Vision of Contemporary Art: New Flat Artists» (Ueno       

 Royal Museum / Tokyo)

Awards
2016  30th Holbein Scholarship 

2023  Media Award at the Kyoto Prefectural New Generation Selection Exhibition

Collections
Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd., New Tokyo Building, Tokyo, Japan



Exhibition view : «Uncertain Map», CALM&PUNK GALLERY, Tokyo, 2018. 
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Exhibition view : «Gesture», ARTDYNE, Tokyo, 2024. 


