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Kaz Oshiro (born in 1967, Okinawa, Japan ; lives and works in Los Angeles)

Creating sculptures from paintings, Kaz Oshiro pushes the limits of both mediums, 
merging abstraction, conceptualism, and representation. He paints with acrylic and 
Bondo (an auto body repair filler) on canvas, and then recreates everyday objects 
by piecing these canvases together to make three-dimensional forms. The resulting 
artwork looks like a readymade object or sculpture from the front, but the back-
side - which Oshiro intentionally makes visible - reveals itself as an assemblage of 
canvases. « Is see myself as a still-life painter trying to become an abstract painter 
», he has said. Oshiro described his most recent works, a series of bent canvases 
that extend into three-dimensional space, as a « still life of broken painting ». The 
conceptual and spatially drive nature of his art suggests a synthesis of work by Andy 
Warhol, Donald Judd, and John McCracken.
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California Calligraphy (Black Sun), 2023 
Acrylic and polyurethane on stretched canvas
61.0 x 46.0 x 5.5 cm
Unique

At first glance, California Calligraphy may seem to deviate from Oshiro’s previous works, which 
meticulously replicate everyday objects down to the finest details. Nevertheless, the artist has 
always considered the dust, stains, and scratches he intentionally applies to amplifiers, trash bins, 
and steel beams as part of his abstract expression. Oshiro firmly acknowledges the transformative 
impact the Abstract Expressionist movement and the “death of painting” had on the medium—yet 
as he continues to seek the true essence and meaning of painting, he maintains the belief that 
the ultimate purpose of art is the pursuit of abstract ideas. His practice represents a continuous 
endeavor to create work that aligns with such inner convictions, and this new series embodies the 
artist’s unwavering commitment to abstraction more strongly than ever before.

In contrast to Western art tradition, which emphasizes an artist’s individual style, Oshiro places 
great value on the corporeality of using his own body to make art, prioritizing the physical act 
of creation over a desire for recognition by others. From a reluctance to boldly assert his artistic 
ideas, Oshiro purposefully forges pieces that may not immediately be recognized as works of 
art—a practice the artist openly refers to as “passive abstract expression.”

This exhibition signifies an important milestone in Oshiro’s extensive creative journey, one 
culminating in the realization of—in his view—an ideal form of abstract painting. While his 
approach may diverge from conventional Western art paradigms, the energy he has invested in 
his creations is immeasurable. Through his deep understanding of art history, keen conceptual 
insight, steadfast devotion to abstract expression, and impeccable technique, the artist has given 
life to a distinctive body of work that could only be crafted by his hands alone.

Please take this opportunity to experience Oshiro’s captivating new works, which quietly yet 
compellingly challenge the very nature of art through their sheer existence, and invite viewers 
to explore the liminal space between abstraction and representation, where consciousness and 
subconsciousness intersect.

Written by Haruna Takeda



California Calligraphy (Smoke and Mirrors I), 2023
Acrylic and polyurethane on stretched canvas 
61.0 x 46.0 x 5.5 cm
Unique



Republic, 2020, Maki Gallery, Tokyo.
Exhibition view by Naohiro Utagawa.



Sheila Hicks, VERS DES HORIZONS INCONNUS, 2023 
Installation at Parvis de l’Institut de France.  Photo: Claire Dorn
Republic, 2020, Maki Gallery, Tokyo.
Exhibition view by Naohiro Utagawa.



Three Steel Beams, 2016
Acrylic on canvas
33 x 244 cm (13 x 96 1/8 in.)
Unique
OSH2016-15



File Cabinets, 2012
Acrylic and Bondo on stretched canvas
145,4 x 39,4 x 46,4 cm (57 1/4 x 15 1/2 x 18 1/4 in.)
Unique
OSH2012-2569

Lateral File Cabinet (Almond #2), 2015
Acrylic and Bondo on stretched canvas

105,4 x 91,4 cm (41 1/2 x 36 in.)
Unique

OSH2015-738



Untitled (Steel Beam), 2017
Acrylic and Bondo on canvas
367,5 x 35 x 15,4 cm (144 5/8 x 13 3/4 x 6 1/8 in.)
Unique
OSH2017-1252



Steel Unforged, 2017, galerie frank elbaz, Paris
Exhibition view by Raphael Fanelli



Steel Unforged, 2017, galerie frank elbaz, Paris
Exhibition view by Raphael Fanelli



Dumpster (Black with residue), 2014
Exhibition view by Olivier Cablat. La Panacée, 2017 Montpellier, France.



Diffuse Reflection, 2015, galerie frank elbaz, Paris
Exhibition view by Zarko Vijatovic



Diffuse Reflection, 2015, galerie frank elbaz, Paris
Exhibition view by Zarko Vijatovic



Fender Showman Amp with Cabinet #1 (Screaming Hand), 2002 
Acrylic and bondo stretched over wood, in 2 parts 
121,9 x 74,9 cm (48 x 29 1/2 in.) 
Unique 
OSH2002-314



Marshall Amp (Freak), 2000 
Acrylic and bondo stretched canvas 
47 x 54,6 x 24,1 cm (18 1/2 x 21 1/2 x 9 1/2 in.) 
Unique 
OSH20002-455



Zeuxis-pop, 2011, Villa du Parc, Centre d’art contemporain, Annemasse
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