
Sheila Hicks



Sheila Hicks (born in 1934 in Hastings, USA; lives and works in Paris since the 
1960’s)

Since the late 1950s, Sheila Hicks has been producing work exceptionally difficult 
to categorise. Knotting, wrapping, folding, twisting and stacking wool, linen and 
cotton: these are only some of the techniques and materials that have seen her un-
dermine conventional artistic categories and their hierarchical relationships. A pupil 
of Josef Albers at Yale, Sheila Hicks is the heir to both a Modernist spirit that holds 
the distinctions between  ne art, decoration and design to be unimportant and a 
textile practice that has its roots in pre-Columbian America.

If Sheila Hicks chose textiles, it is because from clothes to furniture, interior decora-
tion and on to the canvas that undergirds the high art of painting, these are mate-
rials that life constantly puts in our way, in a vast variety of contexts. It also allows 
works to remain alive, taking different forms each time they are shown. Ductile and 
tactile, Hicks’s work occupies a singular place in the art of our time. It combines 
forms typical of modernism with non-Western traditions, the play of colour, and a 
concern to maintain the vital openness of the work.



Exhibition view, Au-Delà, Palais des Beaux-Arts de Lille, 2026



Exhibition views, Sheila Hicks: Rivers Near and Far, part of the temporary exhibitions Material Matters: Sheila Hicks & Shi Hui, West Bund Museum, Shanghai, April 17–August 2, 2026 Photo: Alessandro Wang



Exhibition view, Sheila Hicks, Pinakothek der Moderne at Herrenchiemssee Palace, Munich, 2025



Installation view of Le fil voyageur : Raconté par Sheila Hicks et Monique Lévi-Strauss, musée du quai Branly - Jacques Chirac, 2025
© musée du quai Branly - Jacques Chirac, photo Léo Delafontaine



Installation view of New Work: Sheila Hicks at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; photo: Don Ross



Emerging, Submerging, Reemerging, 2024
Exhibition view, galerie frank elbaz, Paris, Photo : Claire Dorn



Emerging, Submerging, Reemerging, 2024
Exhibition view, galerie frank elbaz, Paris, Photo : Claire Dorn

Sheila Hicks
Reflections of Versailles, 1973
Linen, metallic gold yarn
259.1 x 563.9 cm (102 x 222 in.)
19733596



Emerging, Submerging, Reemerging, 2024
Exhibition view, galerie frank elbaz, Paris, Photo : Claire Dorn

Installation View, SHEILA HICKS, Kunsthalle Düsseldorf 2024, © VG Bild-Kunst Bonn, 2024 ,Photo: Katja Illner



Sheila Hicks, VERS DES HORIZONS INCONNUS, 2023 
Installation at Parvis de l’Institut de France.  Photo: Claire Dorn



Sheila Hicks, VERS DES HORIZONS INCONNUS, 2023 
Installation at Parvis de l’Institut de France.  Photo: Claire Dorn



Installation of Sheila Hicks: a little bit of a lot of things at Kunstmuseum Sankt Gallen, 2023
Photo: Stefan Altenburger / Courtesy: Kunstmuseum Sankt Gallen



Installation of Sheila Hicks: a little bit of a lot of things at Kunstmuseum Sankt Gallen, 2023
Photo: Stefan Altenburger / Courtesy: Kunstmuseum Sankt Gallen



Installation of Sheila Hicks: Off Grid at The Hepworth Wakefield, 2022
Photo: Tom Bird / Courtesy: The Hepworth Wakefield



Installation of Sheila Hicks: Off Grid at The Hepworth Wakefield, 2022
Photo: Tom Bird / Courtesy: The Hepworth Wakefield



Sheila Hicks, Avec grâce, sans impasse / Grace, No Gridlock, installation view, galerie frank elbaz, Paris, France, 2021-2022



Sheila Hicks, Avec grâce, sans impasse / Grace, No Gridlock, installation view, galerie frank elbaz, Paris, France, 2021-2022



Sheila Hicks
Le fleuve blanc / White River, 2018
White linen
540 cm (16 elements), 520 cm (11 elements) / 212 5/8 inches (16 elements), 204 3/4 (11 elements)
Included in the exhibition Blanc sur Blanc, Gagosian, Paris, 2020



Sheila Hicks
The Questioning Column, 2016
Acrylic fibers
Installation views, Artists and the Rothko Chapel: 50 Years of Inspiration, Moody Center of the Arts, Houston, TX, USA, 2021
Video - Curatorial tour of the exhibition: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7e9Bd05L1yg



Sheila Hicks, Sheila Hicks: Reencuentro, installation view, Museo Chileno de Arte Precolombino, Santiago, Chile, 2019



Sheila Hicks 
Pillar of Inquiry / Supple Column, 2013–2014 
The Museum of Modern Art, New York, USA

Video by the Museum of Modern Art: https://youtu.be/gq7gHCV6GvM 
Interview with Sheila Hicks at Aubusson, 1985: instagram.com/p/CHGCg_uiud-



Sheila Hicks 
Baôli Chords, 2014-2015 
Cotton, wool, linen, silk, leather and synthetic  fiber 
Installation view, Seize, Weave Space, Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas, TX, USA, 2019



Sheila Hicks, Seize, Weave Space, installation view, Nasher Sculpture 
Center, Dallas, TX, USA, 2019



Sheila Hicks, Migdalor, installation view, Magasin III Jaffa, Israel, 2018



Sheila Hicks, Lignes de vie, installation view, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France, 2018 Photo: Philippe Migeat



Sheila Hicks
Scalata al di la dei terreni cromatici / Escalade Beyond Chromatic Lands, 2016-2017 
Mixed media, natural and synthetic  bers, cloth, slate, bamboo, sunbrella
600 x 1600 x 400 cm
Installation view, 57th International Art Exhibition - La Biennale di Venezia, Viva Arte Viva 
Photo: Andrea Avezzù / Courtesy La Biennale di Venezia



Sheila Hicks 
The Questioning Column, 2016 

Acrylic fiber, dimensions variable 
Installation view, the Art Gallery of New South Wales, 20th Biennale of Sydney, 2016



Sheila Hicks, Si j’étais de laine, vous m’accepteriez ?, installation view, galerie frank elbaz, Paris, France, 2016



Sheila Hicks 
Atterrissage / Landing, 2014 

Pigments, acrylic fibers 
480 x 430 x 260 cm (189 x 169 1/4 x 102 3/8 in.)

Installation view: Unknown Data, galerie frank elbaz, Paris, France, 2016















Sheila Hicks
Cour de Rohan, 1969
Cotton, linen
Framed : 45 cm x 41,5 cm


