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From Zagreb to the
World: The Lasting
Legacy of Julije
Knifer

Celebrating one artist's century of
geometric mastery.

Julije Knifer (1924-2004) is celebrated as one of Croatia's most influential
20th-century painters. He is renowned for pioneering the modern meander
motif, a striking geometric pattern that became a defining feature in much of
his work. With 2024 marking the 100th anniversary of Knifer's birth, galleries
worldwide are recognizing his profound influence on contemporary art.
Known for pushing the boundaries of minimalism and abstraction, Knifer
remains relevant and even provocative, enthralling observers and inspiring
new generations of artists and collectors.

As part of the centenary celebrations, exhibitions worldwide—from Zagreb
and New York to Paris and Timisoara—will explore an expanse of Knifer's
contributions to the art world. In particular, the Peter Freeman, Inc. gallery
exhibition in New York has designed an opportunity for a new generation of
art appreciators to experience his unique eye and enduring legacy on the
international stage.

The Life and Art of Julije Knifer


https://www.infozagreb.hr/&lang=en

Julije Knifer exhibition in GGSU, 1965.

Julije Knifer was born in Osijek, Croatia, on April 23, 1924. His early interest in
the arts led him to move to Zagreb after World War I, where he initially
enrolled in the Faculty of Law before fully committing to his passion at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Zagreb. It was here that Knifer's singular vision began
to truly take shape.

Knifer's involvement with the Gorgona Group profoundly influenced his
artistic direction. The avant-garde collective was active in Croatia from 1959
to 1965. This alliance—which included notable artists like Josip Vanista,
Marijan JevSovar, Buro Seder, sculptor Ivan KoZari¢, architect Miljenko
Horvat, and art historians Dimitrije BaSi¢evi¢ Mangelos, Matko MeStrovi¢ and
Radoslav Putar, among many others—was crucial in pushing the boundaries
of contemporary art in the region and beyond. The group's focus on
conceptual art and minimalism resonated deeply with Knifer, who began
refining his signature style during this period.

The Meander Motif

Knifer may be best known for his persistent exploration of the meander motif
—a repetitive, geometric pattern that became the hallmark of his career. He
used the motif in various mediums, such as in sketches, paintings, and
murals. It symbolized Knifer's quest for purity in form and his interest in the
infinite possibilities of minimalistic expression. Indeed, the meander became
a visual language through which he communicated complex ideas about
order, chaos, and the nature of creation.



Meandar Il, oil on canvas, 1961.

International Impact

Julije Knifer's rise to international prominence began with his participation in
the New Tendencies exhibition in Zagreb in 1961. This show was pivotal,
introducing his work to a global audience and establishing him as a
significant figure in contemporary art. From there, his renown grew with his
inclusion in the Paris International Constructive Abstract Art exhibition,
putting his unique approach to abstraction and minimalism on full display.

His status as a leading figure in the global art community was further
solidified through multiple appearances at the Sdo Paulo Biennale in 1973,
1979, and 1981. These exhibitions highlighted his ability to push the
boundaries of geometric play, with critics praising his innovative use of the
meander motif. Knifer's participation in the Venice Biennale in 1976 and
again in 2001 cemented his international reputation, with his works forming
profound statements on repetition and variation within abstract art.

Later in his career, Knifer relocated to Paris, where he continued to develop
his artistic vision and contribute to the global art dialogue until he died in
2004. Paris was more than a home; for Knifer, it was an expansive
environment that fostered his creative explorations, securing his legacy as a
key figure in contemporary art.

Where to Experience Knifer’s Art in
Zagreb



Museum of Contemporary Art, Zagreb

The Museum of Contemporary Art in Zagreb plays a vital role in preserving
and celebrating Julije Knifer's legacy. The museum’s permanent collection
includes a diverse range of his works, offering a deep dive into his
exploration of the meander motif. It's home to several rarely exhibited pieces
highlighting different phases of his career and emphasizing his relentless
pursuit of geometric abstraction. Yet the museum'’s focus continues beyond
its permanent galleries. One notable event in this effort was the 2014
retrospective exhibition titled “No Compromise,” which provided a daring
look at Knifer's artistic journey and creative impact.

As part of the centenary celebrations, the Museum of Contemporary Art is
currently hosting special exhibitions and events that focus on Knifer's
enduring influence in contemporary art. These initiatives aim to deepen
public engagement with his work and foster appreciation for his
contributions to the Croatian and international art scenes.

Public Art and Murals

A mural by Knifer on Branimirova ulica, Zagreb, 1987.

Beyond the museum walls, Knifer's influence extends into several public
spaces in Zagreb. Several locations throughout the city feature murals and
public artworks that reflect his commitment to integrating art into everyday
environments. These installations and collaborations with other artists and
institutions honor Knifer's legacy by bringing his distinctive style into the
public sphere. Recent projects have reinterpreted his work, showcasing the
lasting relevance of his meander motif and its impact on contemporary visual
culture.
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Upcoming Exhibitions Featuring Julije
Knifer

Peter Freeman, Inc. Gallery Exhibition

The upcoming solo exhibition at the Peter Freeman, Inc. gallery in New York,
opening on September 10, 2024, marks a significant moment in celebrating
Julije Knifer's centenary. The show spans Knifer's career from 1950 to 2004,
and offers a comprehensive view of his development as a master of
geometric abstraction. Featured works include significant pieces like
"POLIPTIH 1-4" (1976) and "M 18" (1970), alongside earlier sketches such as
"Sketch 8" (1962) and "Sketch 17" (1960), which provide insight into his

evolving exploration of the meander motif.

The exhibition is a pivotal part of the centenary celebrations and connects
Knifer's European roots to a broader international audience. By showcasing
his work in New York, the Peter Freeman, Inc. gallery provides a platform for
understanding how Knifer's minimalist sensibilities and conceptual rigor
resonated across different cultural contexts. The exhibition will introduce
Knifer to a new generation, highlight his ongoing relevance, and invite new
interpretations of his contributions to modern art.

The New York exhibition also allows more experienced art appreciators to
revisit and reassess his work, considering its impact on Croatian and global
art scenes. By combining key works that exemplify his mastery of the
meander motif, the exhibition will emphasize the timelessness of his artistic
vision and its continued influence on artists today.

Frank Elbaz Gallery Exhibition, Paris

Further celebrating Knifer's life, the Frank Elbaz Gallery in Paris will host an
exhibition dedicated to Julije Knifer in early November 2024, further
celebrating his centenary. This exhibition is significant given Knifer's deep
connection to Paris, where he spent the last decade of his life. Knifer refined
his distinctive meander motif during this period, forever binding him to the
international art community.

The Paris exhibition will feature a selection of works that underscore his
evolution as an artist and his profound impact on contemporary abstraction.
Among the pieces on display will be early and later works highlighting Knifer's
commitment to geometric and minimalist forms.

Art Encounters Exhibition, Timisoara

Knifer's centenary will also be marked by an exhibition at the Art Encounters
Foundation in Timisoara, Romania, opening on September 5, 2024. This
exhibition is important not simply because it extends the celebration of
Knifer's legacy beyond Croatia and Western Europe; it matters because it
introduces his work to new audiences in Eastern Europe. The exhibition will
feature a curated selection of Knifer's pieces and explore his broader
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contributions to contemporary art worldwide.

Knifer’s Enduring Influence

Julije Knifer's exploration of geometric abstraction has left an indelible mark
on contemporary art. His work continues to inspire artists worldwide,
encouraging a deeper engagement with minimalist and conceptual
expression. Whether viewed in Zagreb, New York or in any number of other
cities paying tribute, Knifer's art offers a unique window into the mind of one
of the 20th century’s most innovative artists.

For those looking to explore Knifer's artistic journey, visiting Zagreb offers a
chance to experience his work in its cultural context. Closer to home, the
New York exhibition will enable visitors to experience the global resonance of
Knifer's art and its impact on contemporary visual culture. Visit the Peter
Freeman, Inc. gallery to learn more and schedule your exhibition visit.
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